From stanzepa@mail2.nai.net Sat Nov 07 14:23:59 1998
Received: from mail1.javanet.com (mail1.javanet.com [205.219.162.10])
	by tapr.org (8.8.5/8.8.5) with ESMTP id OAA17296
	for <aprsnews@tapr.org>; Sat, 7 Nov 1998 14:23:58 -0600 (CST)
Received: from [209.150.36.27] (ct-hartford-us2112.javanet.com [209.150.36.27]) by mail1.javanet.com (8.8.8/8.7) with SMTP id PAA14620 for <aprsnews@tapr.org>; Sat, 7 Nov 1998 15:23:55 -0500 (EST)
Message-Id: <199811072023.PAA14620@mail1.javanet.com>
X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook Express for Macintosh - 4.0c (197) 
Date: Sat, 07 Nov 1998 15:23:52 -0500
Subject: [APRSNEWS:159] Leonids Meteor Shower APRS TEST
From: "Stan Horzepa" <stanzepa@mail2.nai.net>
To: aprsnews <aprsnews@tapr.org>
Mime-version: 1.0
X-Priority: 3
Content-type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit


Sender: Bob Bruninga <bruninga@nadn.navy.mil>
Subject: Leonids Meteor Shower APRS TEST


The Leonids Meteor Shower in next week (17-18 Nov) will be an excellent
opportunity to experiment with MS on 2 meters using very brief Grid Square
packets.  During the Persieds in 1995, APRS stations recorded over 18 DX
packets on 2m of paths between 600 to 1200 miles.  This year we can do
much better for two reasons.  
 
   1)  There are far more APRS stations on the air
   2)  Since all of APRS has QSY'ed to 144.39 in most areas of the
       country, this leaves 145.79 available for a QRM free
       Meteor shower 2m packet frequency!

PACKET FORMATS:  The best packet is one of the APRS formats so that other
statons will instantly plot you on their maps.  All packets should be
transmitted as UI packets.  Here are several APRS formats using my station
and my gridsquare of FM19DX as an example.

 WB4APR>FM19DX:]-[Bob      This is the Grid-In-TO format XMTed by APRSdos
                           in MS mode.  It will be plotted by all other
                           APRS stations and all versions of APRS software

            TNC-ONLY:      This grid-in-to format can be sent by any non-
                           Kantronics TNC by setting the UNPROTO to your
                           gridsquare and setting BText to ]-[xxxx...
                           Then set B E 1... for 10 second XMT rate.

 WB4APR>BEACON:[FM19DX]Bob This format can be placed in Kantronics TNC
                           BText and sent every 1 minute with B E 1.
                           It is longer, and infrequent , but it will be
                           decoded by all stations.  

 WB4APR>FM19DX:            This is the same as Grid-in-to and can be sent
                           by any TNC by setting UNPROTO to your GRIDSQ
                           and then going to CONVERSE and hitting ENTER
                           key as often as you like!  See timing below:
                           It is the shortest possible position packet!

            NOTE:          THis format will NOT AUTOMATICALLY BE RECEIVED
                           by other APRS stations unless they are in the
                           Meteor scatter or GRID-IN-TO mode or have their
                           FILTERS set to receive all packets.

APRSdos alt-S-FORMATS-MSCATTER MODE:  This mode configures your station
to receive GRID-IN-TO packets and to TRANSMIT them for 15 seconds
continuous according to the regional timing plan.  If you have less than
50 watts and dont want to QRM other locals, do not set APRSdos to
MS format but set alt-S-FORMAT to grid-in-to.  This way you can reveive
MS packets.  Both of these automatically set your FILTER to OTHER...

PATHS:  Do not set your UNPROTO to anything.  We dont want to see any
digipeaters here!
                                                        
TIMING:  To organize transmitting an reception periods for this test, the
USA is divided into 4 regions.  Each will transmit for 15 seconds and then
listen for the remaining 45 seconds  Starting with the Northeast at 00
seconds followed by the SEast at 15 seconds and then the SWest at 30
seconds and then the NWest at 45 seconds of each minute.  All of this
timing is built into APRSdos if you are running alt-S-FORMATS-MScatter
mode.

ICONS:  The ]-[ is the HOUSE Icon.  Use ]Y[ if you are using a Yagii, or
]`[ if using a dish, or any of the other hundred APRS icons...

BEAMING:  Point your beam at one of the other 3 quadrants and go for it!

STATION REQUIREMENTS:  Although some MS packets have been seen on OMNI
antennas, these are very rare.  Usually about 10 dB gain from a beam is
required to receive these weak packets.  Transmitting stations should run
as much power as possible.  ANything less than 100 watts will have to be
very lucky.

FREQUENCY:  All stations participating should operate on 145.79 except in
SOuthern California where 145.79 is still the main APRS channel.  So here
are the recommendations:

   ALL USA (not SoCal):  Operate MS on 145.79 for the duration of the
                         event.  You may even hear SoCal regulars...
                       
   Southern California:  1) Try to listen on 145.79 for weak MS packets
                            amidst the local QRM. Dont transmit 15 sec
                            key-down on 145.79 or you will make enemies...
                         2) Transmit high power on 144.39 and hope that
                            someone in the rest of the USA will hear you.
                            (But only accidentally, since the serious
                            MS stations will all be over on 145.79).
                            BUT you will make BIG enemies locally of the
                            ATV people that use 144.39
                         3) Listen on 144.39 for weak DX packets from all
                            the rest of the USA on APRS that are NOT
                            participating in MS on 145.79
                    
If you run APRS, see the METEORS.TXT file included in all the README
files for more details.  TEST beforehand.  The APRSdos MScatter mode has
not been used much in the last 3 years, so I hope it still works!


de WB4APR, Bob







From stanzepa@mail2.nai.net Sun Nov 08 08:56:50 1998
Received: from mail1.javanet.com (mail1.javanet.com [205.219.162.10])
	by tapr.org (8.8.5/8.8.5) with ESMTP id IAA15916
	for <aprsnews@tapr.org>; Sun, 8 Nov 1998 08:56:49 -0600 (CST)
Received: from [209.150.32.192] (ct-hartford-us433.javanet.com [209.150.32.192]) by mail1.javanet.com (8.8.8/8.7) with SMTP id JAA21938 for <aprsnews@tapr.org>; Sun, 8 Nov 1998 09:56:47 -0500 (EST)
Message-Id: <199811081456.JAA21938@mail1.javanet.com>
X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook Express for Macintosh - 4.0c (197) 
Date: Sun, 08 Nov 1998 09:50:15 -0500
Subject: [APRSNEWS:161] APRS Mobile Coverage 93% complete!
From: "Stan Horzepa" <stanzepa@mail2.nai.net>
To: aprsnews <aprsnews@tapr.org>
Mime-version: 1.0
X-Priority: 3
Content-type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Sender: Bob Bruninga <bruninga@nadn.navy.mil>
Subject: APRS Mobile Coverage 93% complete!

East of the MIssissippi anyway...

Looking at the latest MAPS-OVERLAYS-DIGI file built into APRS and on the
www.dididahdahdidit.com/text/digis.pos WEB page, it appears that APRS
Mobile coverage is almost COMPLETE east of the  Mississippi! ... with
a few glaring exceptions.
 
It might be time to just "ask".  In some areas, the density of 
HAM operators may not be sufficient to support a digi for their
own use, but in many cases, if asked, HAMS might be happy to
convert an old unused NODE to serve APRS travelers through their
state.  Problem is, since they are not on APRS, they don't know
that they are "needed".
 
Before we go start shaking the trees, I wanna make sure that our
database is up to date and that the following black-holes are in
fact, black:
 
  Maine - No digis
  Mississippi - No digis except around Memphis
  Georgia - No link South to FL along I-95 (Valdosta, Tifton)
  NC/SC - Nothing in Charleston, Florence or Columbia
  FLA - Nothing in FT Meyers, Ocala, FT Pierce or Lake City
  ALA - Nothing to link the north to the south near Montgomery
  WESTERN PA
  NEW YORK - Nothing in Utica, Syracuse, Watertown
  OHIO - Nothing in the east and southeast, nor in Columbus!
  KY - Nothing in the southeast nor west
  IL/IN - nothing in the southern tips
  VA - Richmond
 
WIth over 450 digipeaters, it appears that we are only about 30 short.
 
If your map shows digis that are in these areas that are NOT in the
database, please submit them to Jeff Brenton <jeffb@espi.com>.  Once
we know for sure where the holes are, then it is time to go out and 
solicit "help".   By pointing out where the "holes" are, I am confident
that the local movers-n-shakers in those areas may be more than 
willing to help us out, when they see the big picture...
 
de WB4APR, Bob

West of the Mississippi, I fear the only solution is AMSAT and HF... for
the wide open plains. 







From wd5ivd@tapr.org Fri Nov 20 15:16:59 1998
Received: from [207.8.125.50] (greg-jones-pc1.customer.jump.net [207.8.125.50])
	by tapr.org (8.8.5/8.8.5) with ESMTP id PAA02418;
	Fri, 20 Nov 1998 15:16:56 -0600 (CST)
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Message-Id: <v0401170cb27b8700e8cc@[207.8.125.50]>
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 15:17:12 -0600
To: "TAPR   APRS SIG"<aprssig@tapr.org>, aprsnews
From: "Greg Jones, WD5IVD" <wd5ivd@tapr.org>
Subject: APRS QSY Report and Graphic Available
Cc: " PSR "<psr@tapr.org>

The APRS QSY Report published at the ARRL and TAPR 1998 Digital
Communications Conference is now available (http://www.tapr.org/aprsqsy).
The audio presentation will be available next week at the DCC home page
(http://www.tapr.org/dcc)

The report covers:
	History of 145.79
	The Proposal
	Results of QSY Questionnaire Survey
	Status of QSY
	QSY Fund
	Conclusion

In addition, I have taken Jeff Brenton's, KA8VNV, monthly update graphics
he has been doing and made them into an animated GIF movie.  This movie
shows the change over time. Very interesting to see the change over time.

Thanks to all those individuals how worked on this project and to the ARRL,
TAPR, and AMSAT for their support.

Cheers - Greg Jones, WD5IVD
-----
Greg Jones, WD5IVD                 Austin, Texas
wd5ivd@tapr.org      http://www.tapr.org/~wd5ivd


From wd5ivd@tapr.org Mon Nov 30 15:25:33 1998
Received: from [128.83.74.104] (edb536j-3.edb.utexas.edu [128.83.74.104])
	by tapr.org (8.8.5/8.8.5) with ESMTP id PAA28557;
	Mon, 30 Nov 1998 15:25:28 -0600 (CST)
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Message-Id: <v04020a06b288bb17413f@[128.83.74.104]>
Date: Mon, 30 Nov 1998 15:25:13 -0600
To: "HF SIG  list   mailing"<hfsig@tapr.org>, " Spread Spectrum "<ss@tapr.org>,
        " TAPR/AMSAT DSP "<dsp@tapr.org>,
        "APRS SIG  list   mailing"<aprssig@tapr.org>,
        "NETSIG  list   mailing"<netsig@tapr.org>,
        "BBS SIG  list   mailing"<bbssig@tapr.org>,
        " tacgps "<tacgps@tapr.org>, aprsnews, mic-e,
        TAPR Regional Freq <regional_freq@tapr.org>,
        "TAPR-BB  list   mailing"<tapr-bb@tapr.org>
From: "Greg Jones, WD5IVD" <wd5ivd@tapr.org>
Subject: 1998 ARRL and TAPR DCC Audio, Photos, Abstracts, and More

The ARRL and TAPR DCC Web page has been updated to include all recorded
segments from the conference as well as a story and photo section.

Visit: http://www.tapr.org/dcc/

*  Listen to sessions from the 1998 ARRL and TAPR DCC over 30 hours covering
	Keynote by Dale Hatfield, W0IFO
		Chief of the FCC's Office of Engineering and Technology
	APRS National Symposium
	Packet Radio Users Group of Japan (PRUG) Technical Seminar
	Technical Paper Presentations
	Introductory Sessions
		Introduction to Spread Spectrum
		Introduction to PIC Development
		Introduction to MMDS/LMDS
	Friday Technical Seminar featuring Don Lemke, WB9MJN on
		Infrastructureless Packet Radio Networks
	Sunday Technical Seminars featuring:
		Lyle Johnson, WA7GXD -
			RUDAK digital communications system
		Tim Shepard, KD1YK  -
			Packet Radio Networks with Millions or Billions of
Stations


* 1998 Conference Overview Story

* Look at photos from the 1998 ARRL and TAPR DCC

* Review Abstracts from 1998 Proceedings

* Check out past Digital Communication Conferences Audio and Abstracts


as of now, the 1999 ARRL and TAPR DCC will be hosted in Phoenix, AZ in Sept
'99.  More information will be posted once a date and location has been
decided.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Tucson Amateur Packet Radio
8987-309 E Tanque Verde Rd #337 * Tucson, Az * 85749-9399
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
e-mail: tapr@tapr.org       web: <http://www.tapr.org/>
ftp:    ftp.tapr.org
phone:  940-383-0000        fax: 940-565-2544
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

